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Postmortem of my 3D animated film "Stuyvesant". 
by Randall Rockafellow 

Stuyvesant embodies the simple rule of life 
that at any moment life can happen and 
happen in a very unexpected and emotional 
way. The 3D animated film was brought to 
life starting back at the 9th annual ASIFA 
Animators' conference and retreat, April 
200l. I didn't know it at the time but fellow 

ASIFA member Jim Middleton was to set the 
film in motion. During his presentation on 
Copyright law and the wonderful world of 
public domain music he handed out to the 
attendees a CD full of music recorded in 
\920's 0T earlier. The music to be the 
inspiration for the film. 

The CD first collected dust for a 
couple of weeks until I got my upgrade to 
discreets 3ds max 4. Around the begining of 
June I ripped the CD music to the. wav file 
format and imported it into 3ds max 4. From 
their it was I just animating straight-ahead 
and making up the basic scene and action as I 

went? There wasn't a storyboard or concept 
sketches I just wanted to fill action to the 
music. As I went along the story just worked 
itself into the piece. I figured the rough 
animation would be better than a storyboard 
for the type of simple film! had in mind. It 
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by Deanna Morse 
Making of A DVD: DVD Premiere Party! 

We're in final production of a retrospective 
DVD of my film and video work. And we're 
planning the premiere party! You are all 
invited! 

BACKGROUND 
I've been in intensive production over 

the past several months. For me, it's been 
different production than my regular animated 
films. I was approached by Ed Anderson from 
Trillion Digital in Grand Rapids. MI 
(www.trilliondigital.com). who offered to 
compile and publish a retrospective of my film 
and video work on a DVD. Ed made this offer 
because he has seen me give public 
presentations of my video work, where I show 
slides, talk, and screen my short animation and 
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experimental video pieces. Ed felt that DVD 
presentations, with their potential for 
interactivity would provide more flexibility, 
put all my media on one disc, and offer 
technically a higher quality viewing 
experience. He was also interested in having a 
piece that Trillion could use to showcase their 
DVD design and authoring talents. He offered 
to do it for free during times when the 
company was between clients. We've been 
working on this project on and off for about 
two and a half years. 

Right now the project is in the final 
stretch - everything is in California, at the 
replicators, who are pressing the discs, putting 
in the cover insert, assembling the case with a 
6 panel insert booklet, and shrink wrapping 
the whole thing. We're anticipating final 
deli very in two weeks. 

MY FIRST STEPS 
I dug in my shelves and closet, found 

the best copies of my films and videos, and 
arranged for transfer to beta. In two cases, on 
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Letter from the Editor by Jennifer Eldred 

As summer 
draws to an end, 
it's time to get 
back to the 
business of 
connecting 
animators in the 
midwest. I admit 
of late that 
ASIFA/Central 
has taken a back 
burner, edged out 

by the lazy days of summer, but now 
as the weather turns cooler, it's time 
for ASIFA/Central members to take 
an active roll in their organization. 
One way is to take a moment and read 
the bios of the people who are 
running for board and other key 
positions in this organization. These 
bios start on page 5. An election 
ballot is also included in this edition. 
While there isn't much competition 
between board positions, you still 

have the right to cast a vote, so when 
you get your ballot, please send it in 
and let us know what you think.We 
are only as good as our most 
dedicated members and we are lucky 
to have very talented people 
interested in working for 
ASIFA/Central. That is exciting! 

Cast your vote today! 

I would also like to promote next 
year's ASIFAICentrai Conference and 
Retreat. It is our 10th Annual and will 
be held from April 26-28, 2002. This 
conference is a very big deal. Check 
out the details on page 6. 

If you are interested in submitting an 
article for the Fall 2001 edition the 
deadline is October 15. 

Animation Scholarship Available 
Each year, the Haynes Storyboard 
& Animation Scholarship program 
awards a $1,000 grant to one 
qualified .student attending an 
accredited college or university by 
sponsoring a Storyboard 
Competition. 

The money, contributed by the 
family & friends of the late Helen 
Victoria Haynes - former bilingual 
teacher, musician and church 
activist - defrays the cost of 
producing an animated PSA based 
on the theme 'How We Can 
Achieve World Peace'. 
College students anywhere in the 

world are eligible. The deadline for 
applying with a Storyboard is 
March 15, 2002. 

Winner will be announced in April. 
Winner is required to complete the 
PSAfor screening at the 11th 
Annual Midwest Animators 
Conference in April 2003. 

For an application with rules, send 
an email containing your postal 
address to: Program Director, 
HVH World Peace Storyboard & 
Animation Scholarship Competition 
morgpk@aol.com 

. -\SIP \/CclI/rafollinion Statement 
. \SI F4: Association lntcrnationale du Film d' Animation 

The purpose of AS/FA/Central is to promote the art of animation 
locally and internationally and to promote communication among 
animators and between animators and devotees. - adopted 3/92 
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ASIFAI~ Volunteers and 
Project Leaders 

Newsletter Designer/Editor & 
Vice President 
Jennifer Eldred, eldredj@usa.net 

President I Webmaster I 
Membership Coordinator 
Randall Rockafellow 
rrockafellow2@juno.com 

Treasurer 
Deanna Morse, morsed@gvsu.edu 

Reel Coordinator 
Jim Schaub, jimschaub@aol.com 

Conference Chair 2002 
StoryBoard Contest 
Mary Lou Haynes, morgpk@aol.com 

Printed in the U.S.A on recycled 
paper. 

Conference Co-Chair 2002 
Dave Daruszka 

Web site: 
http:/www.asifa.org/animate 

E-mail: asifa@asifa.org 

ASIFAICentral Conference: 
April 26 - April 28, 2002 

To contribute or volunteer contact: 
Randy Rockafellow 
E-mail: rrockafellow2@juno.com 

To join ASIFAICentral: 
Send a check (payable in US dollars 
to ASIFA/Central) to the address on 
the back of this newsletter. 

The deadline for the 
Fall 2001 Edition of 
Frame by Frame is 
October 15, 2001 . 


