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Welcome to ASIFA Central! We are the Midwest -US chapter of ASIFA, the oldest organization of animators in the world. Our chapter was
established in 1975. While our community is separated by our far-flung geography, we are united by our love of animation. Our diverse
membership is a blend of independent animators, animation artists, professors, seasoned pros, students, and fans of the art of animation. We
have a robust board working on a number of initiatives for 2021 - including this special ZOOM COFFEE BREAK EDITION

ASIFA Central Board
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President and IAD Multiverse Traveler
Brad Yarhouse

Secretary of Unfocused Distractions,
Insolent Lymphoma, and Cracked Fonts

Jim Middleton

Coordinator for Membership, German
Translations, and Technological
Phenomena

Charles Wilson

Treasurer and International ASIFA Star of

Stage, Screen, and Anizoomation
Deanna Morse

Social Media, Analog Conversions, and
Multiplanar Pies

Christopher Sagovac

Interlocutor of Projects, Feline Friskiness,
and Public Works

Gretchen Vinnedge

Award Winning, Best-Dressed Film
Director and ASIFA Central Website
Commando WITH THE BEST
BASEMENT IN THE MIDWEST

Julie Goldstein

Molder of Youthful Minds and Keeper of

Esoteric Knowledge
Steven Leeper

Tallest Human Ever to Animate
Robert Swieringa

Stopped Motionator, Rocket launch
monitor, and Tripod Convergence
Coordinator

Gary Schwartz
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The ZOOM Coffee Break Experience - Deanna Morse and Jim Middleton

“Zoom” is derived from the Middle Dutch sédom, or from the Old Dutch som, or from
Proto-West Germanic saum, or from the Proto-Germanic saumaz, which means something
that has been sewn. Sew there. This means that you had best attend to any holes in your
socks, especially in Germany or the Netherlands. Great War aviators used “zoom™ to
describe getting closer, quickly, and by the mid-1930s, the “zoomar” lens was contracted to
the “zoom” lens, to the delight of subsequent producers of MTV videos.

[This is such a slow explanation for a word that means zippety-do-dah fast (which, as any
fan of the Great Carsoni may remember, is what you do when you leave your do-dah open,
but this is a family newsletter, after all).]

Since CoVid, Zoom has become synonymous
with Pantsless Internet Meetings (PIMs), and
the ASIFA Central board has been making
monthly use of them, to the delight of at-large
and long-range members, and to the chagrin of
neglected gas stations. Christine Veras Martin
and Steven Leeper began building experimental
anizoomation since last year (popularized on
the Book of Faces by Deanna Morse, be sure to
“like” that page) and more recently, during the
59™ Ann Arbor Film Festival.

Every month, ASIFA/Central members and
friends gather on ZOOM around our virtual
coffee pot to swap stories, show work in progress, talk about books, films, animation
history... and whatever else we feel like.

UPA Colffee Discussion - August 2020

These coffee breaks are a natural extension of our many PIMs when creating the 2020 IAD
AniJam. We had so much fun seeing each other regularly that we wanted to continue
connecting. These have been hosted by the master of foils, flunge, and magic, Michael Long

from Webster University, blocks from The Gateway Arch in St. Louis. We are inviting others to join these chit chat
meetings. Coffee isn’t mandatory, but it does keep things moving.

If you are interested in getting on the invitation list and sharing some watercoolor-java talk, please contact Michael at:

michaellonglong@hotmail.com
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Speaking of Anizoomation, Christine Veras Martin and Steven Leeper’s workshop at the Ann Arbor Film Festival was well
attended and received, as documented in the screenshot entitled “20 Animators In Search of an Exposure Sheet” — better
living through post-it notes and blue objects.

And Speaking of Ann Arbor and Zooming:

Deanna Morse Defines Ubiquity at the 59" Ann Arbor Film Festival

Mark Street
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ASIFA Central’s Deanna Morse, star of stage, screen,
and now, ZOOM, was a nearly continuous presence at
the 59" AAFF this March - still virtual, but still with international and
enthusiastic participants.

The online nature of this and many upcoming festivals allows for
increased exposure - visitors otherwise encased in quarantined areas or
unable to take on the travel and lodging expense can still participate in
a relatively stress-free viewing experience. Don’t like a film? Go
make some popcorn! Nobody’s going to judge you for leaving the
roomnt.
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