
ASIFA, the 
International 
Association of 
Animated Film, 
was founded by 
critics and 

filmmakers in 
France, and 
in 1960 it 
sponsored 
the first 
animated 

film festival 
at Annecy, 
where the 

festival has 
continued 
every odd-
numbered year 

since then. 
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Annecy conducts 
competitions for 

prizes, which have 
become a key way for 

animators from remote 
countries to gain recognition, 

international distribution 
and access to new techniques 
and technology. Annecy also 
holds retrospectives, which 
have encouraged film archives 
to find and restore classic 

films and locate many 
living pioneer 

animators. 
Following the 
success of Annecy, 
other cities such 
as Zagreb, Ottawa 
and Hiroshima started 
hosting animation film 
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festivals. This meant 
that new films had six 

or more chances to gain 
a prize boost. 

Deivkl 
Mime President of ASWA 

Meanwhile some other, 
mainly live-action film 

festivals still offered an 
animation prize, and in 
1961 the Academy Awards® 

(with a new dearth of 
Hollywood product) gave 

its first animation award 
to a foreign film, 

ERSATZ by Yugoslavian 
Dusan Vukotic. Although 

ERSATZ is basically 
a traditional URA cartoon, 

it nonetheless opened 
the Oscars® for more 
adventurous and original 
animation awards in the 
future. Hungarian Ferenc  
Rofusz won an Academy 
Award for his astonishing 
film THE FLY, 

THE PLY 
film Matti% Asa 

which contains superb 
drawings from the 
viewpoint of a trapped 

insect desperately hurling 
itself at any avenue of 
escape. And more recently, 

Joan Gratz won an Oscar® 
for MONA LISA DESCENDING 

THE STAIRCASE, which 
remarkably traces a 

reinterpretation of 
art history through 

drawings with clay. 

Winning prizes at a festival 
could mean distribution and 

backing for new projects, 
but not always. Despite 
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